BY CATHLEEN ROUNTREE

BEHIND THE CURTAIN OF AMERICAN ELECTIONS

veryong | knaw ugs around & low-gracs

draad cbout the upsoming presidansial

eeclicn, Mary Domecrats (25 wall 35 &
surgrising  number  of non-pariisens  and
Republicans) stoicaly retain fhe krowiedns that
samathing temible rappaned diring the 2000
and 2004 ecliors—Eul wha! sxacty? How
can It oe righted Ard whi's gaing ta do it?

A2 Increasagly hay arg wont (0 oo, docd-
mentEy lilmmakacs rush nowhare the media
Tears v read. Docovrentayspoke 1 ban drechors
and &0 executive groducer of two of the most
pramenen? elfarts: Sisadng Amsnca Waile by o
iDarathy Fagiman, dicc MEchell Block exec
prad.), meleased heatdcely in Auqust, and
continung a ralicrends rallge; in Saptemoer
wilh the DWD schaduled 1o be releasad in Colober
wasslmaling  amanperhemoreong)  and
ool The New Mzl o Amarican Eleclons
{Cavid Earrinard, dic], whizh has been screening

at festivals and universities since Januasy,
and whosa DYD iz avzilable thraugi
s incanniadisvnmas conmy

A frugtealicg angd enrgging 85 the revelations

1 these fing &0, fortunately, thay alss provide

spedilic and practical glans of golion for Individuals
and aclivist groups to increase viglanse and
cngung aleclion intzpaty For, as Earchard,
Fadiman and Slezk concur, it's all abaut
OIRESH0ts organization,

Altar the 2004 presicentizl elzclion and the
first comgrehansiva use of electronic voling
miazhings, Earnharth, 8 Mashwile-tassd filmrmaker,
solaut 1o unravel the mvstary of why 1 eleckion
resulls wara inconsistent With the 27 palis. &fer
[hea vears of hearing “the election was sialan,”
fe szid, "1 wanted bo find out how i was dong.”
Threa yezms later, e angwer is Uncouniad,
which systamatizally catalcos.“tha mydad of
diffarant ways the election was manipulaked, H's
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rever (LUEl 0ng thing,” Eamharc! says. He has
“linkad the dols” of information seemingly
randamly gatharag oy the medi. The film makas
a compaling case for alclion fraud by ecmining
in-dapth issues such as exit poll discrepancies,
systamatic purging of volers, sugpressian of
African-hmerizan vaters, the Rilidily of akcinonic
wohing, 6 &

Ine addion to fing production vakes and 3
pewerful investigative journzlism spproach,
Lineourded tackles 1he b veling mashine com-
panies—EZES and Dibold—that electronizaly
countas 80 percent of the wiles n the 2004
prasidential election. Boll private, for-profd
COMpaniss nave estenziva ties bo e Ragublcan
Party, But, while Dieoold's primary business is
manLiEezunng Ark mackings, which grovidz a
peper receipt far ransaclions and has an auds
trall, It5 waber machings have nether
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