But Eamhardls perspeclive
ailends beyond he racent slection
debazias: "Odr the 230 vaars of this
Country's pasl, fakaction manipulEtion)
nias boen dang bath o ways [by
Hepublcans and Danggrats], But in
recont years, ils ieen in pna direciion,
fawaning Rapablicans,”

Cr this st Dorgthy Fagiman's
Sy Amenivg, which hignlights
rnarey af Ihg szme paints and 1alking
beeacs, ailds am arlightening plece of
infarmalion as expressed by Lyan
Larnfes, jmrnalsy’ politizal scentist
ani farmer BBC correspangant:
“Bven thaugh tha Reputlicans sean
I contred the voing technology &
the comerations that coun? tha
widgs, e Demacrats nave nat aehil-
ted & kagn inlerast in addressng e silustion.”

Sreaing Amenca hopes B appeal [0 4 lzrge
callee-age audiznce, and tey've all b insured
5 papulandy with thesd fisst-lime witers by
nzluging segmments fram e nstgeist conscience
and mouthpiecs: fhe Dady Sewand The Saben
Repart. Stealing bencs over backwerds 10 com-
munizate & non-parlisan i Gy incuging
irgrvews it “lhe b gus™—psople who
unashamadly admil e redrecting an election
that Faeored Georga Sush aver Jahn Kerry—and
Swinaldfwil da it again.®

Wil regard o documentanes, one of the
most holly discussed topics these days
Spaculates aboal how much “qood” they dio, il
thair onfy awlianca is the “chor® Earcharsts
*grassrools Epproach” has incliced fravelng 1o
3 cilies since mid-Jgnuary, whara he maals ol
Ihealers and screens the film for local indegaity
waler groups, angd mederates lively afber-lim
discuzsions. Thair alliarcs provides the ooups a
‘Hatlorm”™ and 3 mesns of hen continuing o
sharg the informatian on ther gan, 2 DVD al
Ueciwmtad in hand, Eambandt cals this a “nen-
fratfitional aparaach, wih a geomeic lacton” For
EEETpE, earier his Spang, 03 “houss parlies”
WErE arfanized In 23 states and the Distict of
Coumdia,

In ackiiticn 1o the putlic events n healars
churches, community cenbers and e incividual
housg parties, blegs are providing a great deal of
notiza and “buz" about bolh the tilm and the
topiz of eaction frawd. And the filns wehsie
VR INISSUTIETSTIoW COR, prividdes ideas of
achong paople can take. The DV s sslling far
aeiend epectations and, through the website
akne, higs sokd uniks o peoplk in 20 counlrias g2

[

will a3 in every sbate. Eranhardl alsa gives crarit
b1 biogoers, who, he saee, have sionilicandly
haloed spread awarenoss of election issues. Ha's
rind BAing g mare reail market sparssch” by
goqning with the digfribatar Disiripermation
Company and making 1w OvVD awsilabls traugh
bath amazon and ki,

His aaproach has worked and Eambandl
admits thal the procass hes “alfirmed my balisd
in £he peveer ol wibal oog parsan can do, Whan
things change, it wsually starls with ona parson
and cwalves inl cibzen aotivam, Than the ead
aiEhip Mas o [EanS Bur the ‘number ong
defarse,” e zivies, is fowale v don'lvale,
2 dafinitely woet't ba counted,”

Daratry Fadman, cireciar, and Mitchall
Block, executive producer, of Saaing Amorca
decided to zppraach the ostribution issue
throwgl a “sion af oollage camposas.” A2 such,
they hava set up 1,000 screenings an campuses
s he nglion. There ara D prmary reascns
far Iz, &= Fadman ponds ool t inform and
educzie {'IFs important 10 gie college students
2 perspective an history™) and 1o mcrease the
rennier af waters, “s0 the results arg e,
Therg's a geraration coming up that is nol
registarag. The anly way 0 head alf 2 susgisios
glection bafore the voes are certiog is 1o favs
i fange Sean qoing 0. Becaust youngsr wilers
Ieni fo voie more basaly, she worrias hat fier
rativation may ral nacessanity be “a noapetizan
act,” Byt she and Block bolh stress tha
mportance of “reaching aut o peopls i a non-
partsEn way o make e aeas of waling
sgues As Ulock putsil, it's E'|:;'|::r|:-:n| 7 ungear-
shand that if youw &e making & flm about some-
thirg & Impartant a5 waling, you'll brn off helf
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the sudienca [if i7's approachad in
& parhsan marngr). On an issue
85 besic s woling, wou don'l
SEMG anY DUrpoee in speaking o
cnly one party.” Thair geal is for
VigWers 1 e the film, "nat as an
affack, but &= a glea ta probec
cur wles.

[Fe feam is wicking with
publicisz in Lot Argsles and
Hew Yok and 0 Santa Fe and
ather cities, “so it gets high
vigtbility™ Black agilaing, They
are screaning the Fmoab 100
theaters arel, like Farmbarit,
‘warking wilh field pecala o oo
aubresch and acthilies qroups, to
fuild grassroods gnd 5o help
Ihasa graups. °Its 8 good me of
nat-tor-prodil ard nonpartszn,” Bock conbinues,
‘mixed wilth traditioral foe-peodit marketing
Block also credits the Bogosphers with
aovancing natice af e lilm

Fadiman spake al lsnglh ghout Maknew
seoal, foundsr and axecutive direstor o the
atugient Associalion for Yoler Empowermien
A studant-led, nonprofd, nonparsan
ceganizabon dedicated io remaving access
Barriers and increasng iz educalon far vourg
peaple; b s 250 a senior falkny at the Boaseae
Inslitube, tha nation's first shugent-ron Dink tark
segal’s wisin for what ha will be deing wilh
Stealng Americe on calege campusas and wilh
relatad activilizs includes posi-screaning
discusgians, dissemination of eleclion retorm
nackages, and using well-wisted websiles 1o
aragis awaraness of tha fim

Zegal's idess it Fadiman's chjective, which
5 tp make people alert and aware thal the
glaclion syziems we have in place are nob
seorg, and wonot be aivaid or shy b raisa oo
VTiGES.

admatedly, this is an upghif batils, as
Earnbandt cautions: “Election manipuiatian ransly
EWEN MEKES 3 10p e iesues 20 Bt think about
ik I wour vabe dossn't count, ten nothing elsa
reglly maters.”
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